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with factions, almost without industry, and ill supplied with planes
and tanks. On the other hand, its population of sixteen million had
been conscript since 1919, and its anti-German dominant group, the
Serbs, had proved themselves excellent fighters during 1914-18.
Greece was even weaker in planes and tanks, but had also fought
well in the last war, and before the days of mechanized equipment
its almost innumerable bays and rocky peninsulas would have
given opportunity for amphibious warfare based upon the British
fleet Most of all, the mountains which covered the greater part of
Yugoslavia and all of Greece are crossed by few roads.

Nevertheless, the German plane-tank team swept over those
mountains with the same speed that they had shown on the Polish
plains, amid the Norwegian snows, and across the French country-
sides. German planes again prepared the attack, combat engineers
made what seemed impossible mountain trails into practicable pas-
sageways for tanks. Parachutists again confused the defense by sud-
denly dropping on the tops of fortresses and by seizing important
points, especially the bridges over the Corinth Canal, the huge cut
in the rock which separates southern Greece from the central and
northern portions. The little British contingent, after losing heavily,
was hustled back to its ships, the survivors re-embarking under a
hail of bombs. About 45,000 out of the original 60,000 were saved.

Before the final surrender on the Greek mainland, the strategi-
cally unhappy division of the British Near Eastern forces helped to
produce still another lightning German success south of the Medi-
terranean. Rommel with the German Africa Corps, crossing the
desert east of Tripoli, rushed into Cyrenaica, swept away the out-
numbered British units left to garrison the western border of that
province, and within fifteen days had reached the Egyptian border.
Unlike the previous British advance, this move was made without
naval support and with numerically inferior air support. At that
time, at least, the British planes proved unable to stop the German
tanks. In Rommers rear, however, the British still held the fortified
harbor of Tobruk, Wavell correctly calculating that the Axis
would not have sufficient numbers to mask that place and at the
same time to advance into Egypt.

Meanwhile, after the loss of Cyrenaica except for Tobruk and
after the surrender of mainland Greece on April 29, the British
still possessed a valuable strategic asset in Crete, if indeed that island